
 
WELCOME BACK TO CHURCH! 

 
I was glad when they said unto me; 

 ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.’ 
 

Psalm 122 
 
 
It’s hard to believe that St Paul’s Church has – like all churches and places of 
worship – been closed since March of this year. That’s 25 Sundays in total! 
 
We’re now permitted to open up once again, which is wonderful news, and we’ll 
be doing so this coming Sunday 6 September. 
 
With that permission comes a raft of changes and regulations – most of which 
will go a long way towards keeping us all safe from Covid – which is still out 
there and is as pernicious as ever. 
 
Below, you’ll find a summary of these changes and regulations and how they will 
affect us over the coming months. 
 
Please read through this summary as carefully as you can! 
 
Things are inevitably going to be different – that’s for sure – but we’re all in this 
together and our first priority as a church community is to make sure that we 
keep one another safe and well and that we don’t inflict suffering on one another 
unnecessarily. 
 
So, if things look and feel a bit different and different things are being asked of 
us, that’s why! 
 
The main things that will be asked of us are patience, forbearance, tolerance, 
generosity, insight, creativity, intelligence and a sense of humour. That’s all. 
 
Anyway, there’s a lot to get through, so let’s make a start with ………… 



THE CAPACITY AND LAYOUT OF THE CHURCH 
 

• In order for the church to be opened for worship, we must ensure that 
people are seated no less than 1.5 metres apart. 

 
• That’s been quite a challenge – who’d have thought that 1.5 meters was 

as big a distance as that! 
 

§ Our aim is to enable as many people as possible to be seated in the church. 
 

• After much moving of pews and chairs and of walking about with a 
measuring rod, we’ve come up with the following configuration :- 

 

  

  
 

THE CAPACITY OF THE CHURCH 
 

Like it or love it, this configuration will enable us  
to seat a maximum of 25 people at the safe and recommended distance  

of 1.5 metres. 
 
 
 



ST PAUL’S CHURCH 
Pattern of Services from October 2020 

 

Every Sunday 
 

Holy Communion at 9am 
 

 

§ This service will offer a quiet, more meditative celebration of Holy Communion 
§ It will be open to all, but would be best suited to people over 16 years 

 

1st Sunday of the month 
 

Sunday Club at 11am 
 

* Please note – there will be no Holy Communion at 11am on this day * 
 

 

§ This service will be led by David & Ping Henningham with a little help from clergy & parents 
and will enable our Sunday Club to continue its excellent work with our young people. 

§ It will be open to all, though priority will be given to children aged 16 years and under, with 
no more than two accompanying adults from the same family. 

 

2nd Sunday of the month 
 

Holy Communion at 11am 
 

 

§ This service will offer a celebration of Holy Communion with music. 
§ It will be open to all but would be best suited to people over 16 years. 
§ Please note that this service will be ‘live-streamed’. 

 

3rd Sunday of the month 
 

Holy Communion at 11am 
 

 

§ This service will offer a celebration of Holy Communion for children of all ages. 
§ It will be open to all, though priority will be given to children aged 16 years and under, with 

no more than two accompanying adults from the same family. 
 

4th & 5th Sunday of the month 
 

Holy Communion at 11am 
 

 

§ This service will offer a celebration of Holy Communion with music. 
§ It will be open to all but would be best suited to people over 16 years. 
§ Please note that this service will be ‘live-streamed’. 

 

Holy Communion at 10am 
 

Every Wednesday morning 
 

 

§ This service will offer a quiet celebration of Holy Communion 
§ It will be open to all, but priority will be given to people deemed to be at increased risk 

from COVID-19, including people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical 
conditions. 

 

 



§ Those who choose not to come to church may request that the 
Sacrament be brought to them at home – either by one of the 
clergy or by a Pastoral Assistant - in a socially distanced setting. 

 
§ The current pattern of Sunday ‘Virtual’ services will continue. 

 
REGISTERING FOR A PLACE AT A SERVICE 
 
So – numbers will be tight and in order to keep everyone safe, we simply won’t 
be able to squeeze everyone in at once. 
 
In order, therefore, to manage people’s expectations around being able to attend 
church - and indeed to avoid people making the journey to church, only to find 
that it’s full - everyone will have to register for a place in their preferred service. 
 
This will be done in one of two ways :- 
 

• People with access to email, text or WhatsApp, will receive an invitation 
to a Doodle poll just before the beginning of each month, where they can 
indicate which services they’d most like to attend in the forthcoming 
month.  

 
• Anyone without access to computers, smart phones and all that digital 

stuff, can register via a telephone call which they will receive from clergy, 
wardens or pastoral assistants. 
 

Once a particular service is ‘full’, however, 
it will no longer be possible to register on the Doodle poll  

and neither will it be possible to turn up to the service  
if you’ve not registered……… 

 
…….and we’ll be trusting each other to attend the services for which 

we’ve registered and we’ll know who’s done a ‘no-show’………..! 
 
KEEPING PEOPLE SAFE AND BEING ‘COVID-COMPLIANT 
 
Again, our priority in all of this is to keep one another safe and to help with this, 
we’ll be putting a few extra measures in place. 
 

§ When you arrive at church, you will be greeted at the gate and asked to 
‘hand sanitize’ – hand-san will be provided. 

 
• Everyone will have to wear a mask, unless exempted from doing so.  



• The wearing of masks is mandatory and spare masks will be available if 
we’ve forgotten to bring one. If you are exempted from wearing a mask 
due to underlying health conditions, please consider whether you are well 
enough to attend church. 

 
• Everyone will be asked to join a ‘socially distanced’ queue for entry to the 

church. 
 

• People with disabilities may join the front of the queue. 
 

• Once inside church, all names and contact details will be entered into a 
special register, as part of the NHS ‘Track and Trace’ programme. This is 
a requirement of the Church of England. 

 
• This register will be kept unread and under lock and key for 21 days and 

then destroyed. It will be yet another way of keeping the most vulnerable 
as safe as possible. 

 
• You will be invited to put their stewardship offering in a container, unless 

you make your offering by Direct Debit. Your offering can be made by 
stewardship envelope, contactless card or cash. 
 

• You will be directed to a seat, filling up from the pews behind the altar. 
 

• It’s important for managing safe distancing that everyone stays 
seated in that seat for the whole of the service. 
 

• On the 2nd, 4th and 5th Sunday of each month, we’ll sit ‘distanced’ from one 
another and provision will be made for those using a wheelchair or 
requiring someone to assist us. 
 

• On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, families will sit together in one 
pew – socially distanced from other families. 

 
THE SERVICE ITSELF 
 
In order to be ‘Covid Compliant’, everyone will have to bear with a number of 
changes to the accustomed way in which our services proceed. 
 
For instance :- 
 

§ We’ll have to stay seated throughout the service and not move around. 
 



§ We are not permitted to sing. 
 

§ We may only share the Peace with a physically distanced gesture. 
 

§ Communion will be in ‘one kind’ – i.e., bread only. Some have suggested 
individual cups, but these aren’t permitted in the Church of England. 

 
§ The services will be shorter than usual. 
§ Everyone will be provided with a laminated Service Order which must 

be left behind at the end of the service to be cleaned for future use. 
 

§ When we speak, we must do so quietly. 
 

§ Masks must be worn throughout the service, with the exception of 
those exempt from so doing. 

 
AFTER THE SERVICE 
 

§ At the end of the service, you will be invited by a steward to leave the 
church as promptly as possible, starting with those sitting nearest the font. 

 

§ We’re unable to serve refreshments, though people may congregate in 
the churchyard – socially distanced, of course! – and are free to buy hot 
drinks from the Bagel House or from the Café across the road. 

 

§ After the 8am service, the church will be closed promptly and a team of 
stewards will wipe all seats, surfaces and entry points with hospital grade 
antiseptic wipes. New service orders will be placed on the pews. 

 

§ All envelope and cash collections will be removed and sealed and won’t 
be touched for 72 hours. 

 

THINGS FOR US ALL TO DO BEFORE LEAVING FOR CHURCH 
 

You should ensure that you have……. 
 

** VISITED THE LOO BEFORE LEAVING HOME ** 
 

§ There will only be one loo available in the church which must be cleaned 
after every use. This loo is available only for those who really do need it, 
so please do go before you leave home! 

 

You should also ensure that you’ve :- 
 

§ registered for a place at the service. If you’ve not registered, the 
strong likelihood is that you won’t be able to come to the service! 



§ packed your mask 
§ been to the loo 
§ brought your Debit Card or Stewardship envelopes for the collection  
§ packed a bottle of hand-san, just in case 
§ packed some change, should you want to buy tea or coffee 
§ By the way, did we mention going to the loo before leaving home? 

 
For everyone’s safety, you should also be sure that you don’t :- 
 

• feel hot or have a temperature of 37.8C or higher? 
• have a new or persistent cough 
• notice a loss of or a change in your sense of taste or smell 
• feel unwell in any other way 
• live with someone who has developed any of the above symptoms in the last 14 

days 
• need to be in quarantine, having  returned within the last 14 days from a country 

to which the Government’s current requirements on self-isolation applies . 
 
If it’s a ‘Yes’ to any of the above, please stay at home in order to keep 
ourselves and others safe. 
 
ALL HANDS ON DECK 
 
The current crisis is asking a lot of all of us, not least those whose responsibility 
it is to ensure that our services go smoothly. 
 
Our Church Wardens and Deputies will be there every Sunday to manage these 
extra processes and we’ll be recruiting a team of helpers with a proven record 
of reliability, flexibility and common sense to make sure that all goes smoothly 
and that people are kept safe and well. 
 
THANK YOU FOR WADING THROUGH ALL OF THIS! 
 
We’re all entering new territory here and there will be lots of mistakes made, 
from which we can all learn. 
 
What we must hang onto in these extraordinary times is our stated aim as a 
church and the values which guide us through these and indeed all things. For 
ease of reference, here they are! 



 
Thank you – and here’s to meeting up with one another once again! 


